Suggested Template letter to your representative:

Notes: 
· Items in bold are where you should use your own language to describe yourself and your business. (note: you don’t need to keep those sections in boldface once you’ve added your name and job info.
· You should send this by email, as written letters take a long time to get through the security screening process. To find your representative, follow this link: https://house.mo.gov/default.aspx and then click on the link beneath your representative’s picture to get email contact information. If you know someone personally on your Representative’s staff, it is better to send your communication to that person and ask that they forward this letter to the Representative or the staff person who works on water issues.
· If you can send your letters out this week, that would be ideal.
· Feel free to customize this as you see fit. You may also wish to invite the elected official to visit your plant, a job site, or something else which can keep them engaged on our issue. 
· If you can, please send us a copy of your message at contact@mosmallflows.org , or at least let us know which Representative you contacted.

Dear Representative [last name]:

My name is [your name] and I [describe the company you own or work for, what you do, and where you are located. No more than 2-3 sentences.]

As a constituent, I am writing to encourage you to support HB 2395 that modifies provisions to sewage disposal.  By phasing out antiquated soil percolation tests for onsite wastewater treatment systems, Missouri will join other states in raising the professional bar on examining soils through morphology prior to installing these septic systems.  Soil morphology evaluation provides a comprehensive report of soil type and characteristics by examining the soil at the site.  These evaluations provide a well-balanced approach to determining the best septic system (onsite wastewater treatment system) for the property owners of Missouri.  Many counties, with their own ordinance, already only accept soil morphology evaluations prior to permitting a septic system installation.  

In addition, changing the regulation to allow the Department of Health to adjust permit fees to cover costs will enable the Department to contract with more counties to hire local staff to review permits.  Counties will provide a better service if permits can be reviewed locally instead of by the Department in Jefferson City.  This will dramatically improve the turnaround time for permit applications and allow Missourians to have these critical on-site sewage disposal systems installed in a timely manner to protect their health, and their neighbors’ health as well as protect their land.  

Thank you for your time and consideration.  Your support to promote HB 2395 will be helpful for our industry and the protection of Missouri’s water resources.  


Sincerely,



